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KEY STAGE 4
CURRICULUM 2024

The curriculum at Clapton Girls” Academy rests on our core (CAR) values of compassion, ambition,
integrity and resilience. Our students are empowered with the knowledge, skills and independence
fo meet their potential to thrive in the next stage of their learning and beyond, regardless of starting
point. We want our students to have a deep, broad and powerful foundation of knowledge that
prepares them to fully engage as global citizens and agents of change.

The government focus is now on students achieving 8 good grades as well as making good progress
in a wide range of subjects at the end of Key Stage 4. Our curriculum offer ensures that this is
possible for all students.

This booklet explains the curriculum for Years 10 and 11. It contains information on the subjects that
everyone studies as well as the three preference subjects that students select.

Parents’” Evening will take place on Thursday 1st February 2024 (4.00pm - 7.00pm). This will
give parents/carers and students the opportunity to discuss progress with their child's subject teachers.

For any information about Parents’ Evening please confact one of the following people:
Academy telephone number: 020 8985 6641

Head of Year 9, Ms Bennett: (Ext 220)
lbennett@clapton.hackney.sch.uk

Assistant Headteacher, Mr Murphy: (Ext 239)

responsible for Key Stage 4 Curriculum & Assessment
smurphy@clapton.hackney.sch.uk

The final deadline for submitting your online form is:

Friday 9th February 2024




YOUR KEY STAGE 4 SUBJECTS

These are the subjects that everyone studies all the way through Key Stage 4.

These subjects are central to every pathway.
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ENGLISH

MATHS

SCIENCE

HISTORY
GEOGRAPHY
SPANISH
FRENCH

RELIGION &
PHILOSOPHY

PE

PSHCE

GCSE English language
GCSE English Literature

GCSE Maths

GCSE Combined Science to give 2
GCSEs or 3 separate sciences to give

3 GCSEs.

Everyone studies at least one of these
4 subjects.

GCSE Religious Studies

It is important for you to stay fit and
healthy to be successful in your studies.

You will continue to work with your tutor
on important topics related o healthy
lifestyles, citizenship, personal safety,
careers and economic wellbeing.

4.5 hours
per week

4 hours per
week

4.5 hours

per week

3 hours per
week

2 hours per
week

1.5 hours

per week

0.5 hours

per week



You need to select 3 subjects

1: Select one subject each from Block A,

Block B and Block C. One of them must
be French/Spanish/History/Geography.
These are highlighted on the grid on
p35.

2: You must also nominate one
reserve subject.

3. You can only pick one new subject. " u
O

You can only do one of:

1. GCSE Sociology and BTEC Health &

Social Care.

2:  BTEC Business Enterprise / BTEC Health
& Social Care / Lv1/2 OCR National in
IT.

3: At & Design: Fine Art / Art & Design:
Photography / Art & Design: Textile

Design
PROGRESSION ROUTE
KEY STAGE 3 Year 9 English Language
2024 English Literature
Maths
Science

Religion & Philosophy
French/Spanish/Geography/History
2 additional subjects

KEY STAGE 4 Successful

Outcome Up to 10 GCSE grades at 9-5
Summer
2026
Rout
KEY STAGE 5 oute On to an A-level or BTEC pathway at
Clapton Girls" Academy
Successful You will h S
Outcome ou will have a university place or
an apprenticeship. This may be at a
Summer Russell Group university.
2028

University / Apprenticeship / Employment

aouaidg



HOW TO MAKE GOOD CHOICES

DO:

Read this booklet carefully.
You really need to understand what
each subject involves.

Talk to your family.
They know you best and will give
you some good advice.

Talk to your teachers and tutors.

They know your strengths and areas
for development. They can tell you
about the subjects and what learning
styles might suit you best.

Talk to Year 10 and 11 students.

Find out from students already
studying at GCSE what the subject
involves.

Talk to students in the sixth
form.

They will be able to advise you
about pathways into Key Stage 5
and higher education.

Go online.
You can look at exam information on
the academy website.

THINK ABOUT:

What do | most enjoy?

What am | good at?

What do | want to do in the
sixth form?

Am | more suited to a BTEC or
GCSE?

What would I like to study
at university/apprenticeship
level?

How will my choices affect my
future career options?

DON’T:

Choose a subject because
your friends want to do it.

It is likely that you will not end up
in the same class.

Choose a subject because you
like your current teacher.

You might not get the same
teacher next year.

Choose a subject because you
think it will be easy.

You will need to work hard in all
subjects to achieve good grades.



SIXTH FORMERS’

ADVICE

Hi Year @. My name is |zzy.

Choosing GCSEs is stressful especially when,
like me, you're indecisive. It's a big decision
that could alter what you do affer secondary
school. There are two pieces of advice | found
most useful when picking my subjects. Number
one; research the subject. Even if it's a subject
you already do, learmn about what topics you
will be studying and decide whether or not it fits
what you are inferested in. Ask your feachers,
they are there to help and are the experts so
are the best qualified to ask about GCSEs.
Number two; choose a subject you will

enjoy. School is of course about learning but

it is hard to learn in a subject you hate. If you
enjoy creative subjects don't force yourself to do
an essay subject because it feels like a 'safe’
option and if you like essay-based subjects
understand what you will be learning about and
think about the heavy workload and homework
that comes with them. Don't just choose a
subject because you get good grades in it.

| hope you all choose your GCSEs well and
good luck!

Hi, Year @. My name is Oli.

My advice to you towards picking your GCSEs
as well as doing them, is to pick something you
would enjoy doing in the future. If you enjoy i,
you're more likely to put effort in and do your
best af the subject. Don't just choose a subject
because your friends chose it as you may
struggle, and it wouldn't be that enjoyable. Also
it you want to pick a subject based on how well
you do on i, that's fine just remember that if you
don't end up enjoying it in the future, it may not
be the right choice for you.

That being said, when it comes to doing your
actual GCSEs it would be best to familiarise
yourself with the environment of an exam so your
anxiety levels don't rise foo much to the point
where you're not focusing on the exam itself. You
can do this with practising time limits and silent
environments (as much as that might not seem
fun, it helps). It is good to remember as well that
if you think you need exfra time on your tess,
don't be afraid fo reach out and ask.




COURSES



EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 1FAO

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Fine art may be defined as work
developed primarily o communicate
aesthetic, intellectual or purely
conceptual ideas and meaning,
rather than fo serve a practical or
commercial function. For example,
work could be the outcome of
personal experiences, thoughts and
feelings, or simply fo observe and
record people, places and things in
new and unique ways.

Fine art work will demonstrate an
understanding and application of
formal elements and creative skills,
including mark-making. You will use
visual communication sensitively

and thoughtfully to document your
arfistic journey and fully support your
intentions. CLICK here for student
examples.

Component 1: Personal
Portfolio

Two sketchbook projects are
completed in Years 10 and 11,
with resolved work produced in any
media forming a portfolio.

Component 2: Externally Set
Assignment

You will have 10 weeks to produce
preparatory work (skefchbook) on a
theme set by the exam board. The
resolved piece is then produced
during a timed {10 hour) exam.

In both components 1 and 2,
students are required to create work
from at least some (or all) of the

six disciplines: drawing, painting,
printmaking, sculpture, installation
and photography.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be creative, enthusiastic and
imaginative.

*  be keen to develop skills
working in a range of media.

® enjoy visiting museums and
galleries and discussing artists’
work.

* be willing fo review progress
and make improvements to your
artwork.

* be willing to experiment and
take risks in your work.

* be able fo sustain an
investigation and work
independently.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Fine Art

University

An A-level in fine art is
essential for anyone who
wants to follow a creative
pathway such as graphic
design, photography,
fashion, illustration or
architecture.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

eRE
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https://harp-harpsichord-fyw5.squarespace.com/
https://harp-harpsichord-fyw5.squarespace.com/
https://youtu.be/W7DB_sLHf88

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 1PYO

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This course focuses on lens and
light based media. You will
develop a practical knowledge and
understanding of:

e the use of the formal elements
fo communicate a variety of
approaches.
the camera and ifs funcfions.
the application of observational
skills to record from sources and
communicate ideas.

e the effects and creative potential
of combining and manipulating
materials and media.

e the use of digital and/or non-
digital applications.

Component 1: Personal
Portfolio

Two skefchbook projects are
completed in Years 10 and 11,
with resolved work produced in @

range of media forming a portfolio.

Component 2: Externally Set
Assignment

You will have approximately

10 weeks in which to produce
preparatory work [sketchbook] on a
theme set by the exam board. The
resolved piece is then produced
during a timed (10 hour] exam.

In both components 1 and 2, you
will be required to create work
chosen from at least two of seven
themes: Documentary Photography,
Photo Journalism, Studio
Photography, Location Photography,
Experimental Imagery, Installation
and Moving Image. You will be
expected fo use drawing as a form
of communication and to record the
progress of your work.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be interested in the visual arts
and be inquisitive about the
world around you.

® be open minded fo new ideas.

*  be willing to develop your
creative independence.

® be willing to analyse a diverse
range of artists" work and to
conduct independent research.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Photography

University

An A-level in photography is
useful for anyone who wants
to follow a creative pathway
in fashion, illustration, web
design, journalism, marketing
and media.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:



https://youtu.be/UyDwOunXMWw

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 1TEO

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

Textile Design is a versatile practice
that involves the creation, selection,
manipulation and application of a
range of materials such as fibres,
yarns and fabrics, and processes
such as weaving, knitting, sfitching
and prinfing fo create designs and
producs.

Component 1:

Personal portfolio

Two sketchbook projects are
completed in Years 10 and 11,
with resolved work produced in
any fextile-based media forming a
portfolio.

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

Component 2:

Externally Set Assignment

You will have 10 weeks to produce
preparatory work (skefchbook) on a
theme set by the exam board. The
resolved piece is then produced
during a timed {10 hour) exam.

In both components 1 and 2,
students are required fo create work
from at least some (or all) of the
eight areas of study:
Constructed textiles

Digital Textiles

Dyed Fabrics

Printed fabrics

Fashion design

Installed textiles

Soft furnishings

Stitched and /or embellished

textiles

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* Be open minded to new ideas.

* Be able fo sustain an
investigation on a set theme
and work independently.

* Be willing to take risks with
your work and explore a wide
range of textiles techniques.

* Be interested in visual arts and
be curious about the world
around you.

* Be willing to review your work
and make improvements where
necessary.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Fine Art

University

An A-level in Art and Design
Textiles is useful for anyone
who wants to follow a
creative pathway in fashion,
retail, theatre, performance
and interior design.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

MS SLATER



EXAMINED USING PASS,
MERIT, DISTINCTION
EXAM BOARD:
PEARSON EDEXCEL

SYLLABUS NUMBER: 603/7063/4 Q

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

The BTEC award in business
enterprise is aimed at everyone
who wants fo find out more about
enferprise and entrepreneurship.

You will learn about planning;
finance, including cash flows; and
how fo fake a product to market.
You will develop an idea for a small
enterprise of your own and plan
how best to set it up and fund it.

You will work with others in order
fo run a small enterprise, using
your knowledge and building your
entrepreneurial skills.

The course will enable you to

find out why businesses act in the
way they do and how they aim fo
influence your behaviour.

The course is divided into three

components:

* Exploring Enterprises
Find out about other businesses
30% course work

* Planning and Presenting a
Micro Enterprise Idea
Create your own business idea
30% course work

* Marketing and Finance for
Enterprise
Plan and solve the problems for
another business - 40% exam

Students will explore concepts such
as, marketing, human resources and
business ownership. In the second
year of the course students will
develop a startup business for a
local context and present their plan
in a Dragons’ Den format.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* develop research and planning
skills for yourself.

* be willing fo participate in a
range of approaches in lessons
including case studies, group
work, discussions, presentations,
role play and ICT.

* keep up with coursework
deadlines as final grades
are determined on students’
coursework over the whole
course.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Economics, BTEC
Business Studies Level 3,
Financial Studies Diploma

University

This course is ideal if you
are thinking about a career
in business or marketing, or
for anyone who would like
to study business at a higher
level.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

WERE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyFw-CZHLdc
https://youtu.be/67IgvIY-_a0

EXAMINED USING PASS,
MERIT, DISTINCTION

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON BTEC

SYLLABUS NUMBER:
603/0395/5

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

BTEC Health and Social Care

level 2 aims fo give you a practical
understanding of aspects of health
and social care for a variety of

age groups. You will look at the
physico|, intellectual, emotional and
social needs of people, their rights
and how to communicate effectively
with them.

The skills learnt in studying the
BTEC Health and Social Care will
aid progression to further study
and prepare learners fo enfer the
workplace in due course. This
qualification provides learners with
a faste of what the health and social
care sector is like, enabling you to
make informed choices about your
future career. You will also have
the opportunity fo investigate what

professional health care workers
do such as nurses, social workers,
midwives and careers working with

children.

The course is divided into three
components:

Component 1:
Human Lifespon Deve|opment

Component 2:
Health and Social Care Services
and Values

Component 3:
Health and Wellbeing

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be good af independent work
and research.

® enjoy working in groups,
producing presentations,
parficipating in discussion and
taking part in role plays.

® be able to meet deadlines and
manage your time well.

CGA PATHWAY

BTEC level 3 Health & Social
Care

University

A BTEC in health & social
care is useful for courses
within the social and health
sectors such as midwifery,
nursing and social work.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:



https://youtu.be/-T5Ea6dSzUg

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES
EXAM BOARD: OCR
SYLLABUS NUMBER: J277

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This course is relevant to the modern
and changing world of computer
science. It is a practical subject
applying the knowledge and skills
learned in the classroom fo real
world problems. It is a creative
subject involving invention and
excitement. This qualification values
computational thinking and provides
a good grounding for other subject
areas that require this skill. The
course consists of three unifs of work
over the two years.

Component 01: Computer
Systems (50% Exam)

Systems architecture; memory

and storage; computer networks;
connections and profocols; network
security; systems software; ethical,
legal, cultural and environmental
impacts of digital technology.

Component 02: Computational
Thinking, Algorithms &
Programming (50% Exam)
Algorithms; programming
fundamentals; producing

robust programs; Boolean

logic; programming languages

and infegrated development
environments.

Practical Programming
Students are given the opportunity
fo undertake a programming fask
during their course of study which
allows them to develop their skills
to design, write, test and refine
programmes using a high-level
programming language. Students
will be assessed on these skills
during the written exam.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® enjoy practical work on a
computer, skills building and
learning to programme.

® be able to meet deadlines.

® enjoy mathematical problem
solving.

® be highly motivated and work
independently.

e attend computing clubs to
support your learning.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Computer Science

University

An A-level in computing
is useful for courses

in computing and the
technology sector.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

eRE
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https://youtu.be/iKwFtkQAFTw

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8552

ASSESSMENT:
50% EXAMINATION
50% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This course will develop your
knowledge and awareness of
the design and manufacturing
industries, advancements in new
technology and the materials,
products and world around us.

1. Design & Making
You will work with clients fo identify
and solve a real world problem.

* Year 10: Mini Design Projects
covering different material areas

* Year 11: NEA (extensive
independent design project
decided on by you) worth 50% of
your GCSE grade

2. Theory Content
You will learn about
materials, the work of key

’ é:’;:ﬁ_ & ;: -

CGA PATHWAY

designers and movements, the
environment and sustainability,
manufacturing processes and lots
more.

You will have the opportunity fo:

e regularly use advanced
workshop machines and
processes such as laser cutting,
sandcasting, rapid profotying
and morel!

® explore and experiment with
specialist materials.

e design, skefch, model, make
and develop your ideas.

e collaborate with peers and

designers.

aftend courses/exhibits at

galleries (Design Museum).

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be creative, experimental and
thoughtful in your thinking.

® enjoy making and designing.

e have an interest in af least one
form of design.

® be independent and take
responsibility for your work.

® be keen to communicate and
collaborate with others.

® demonstrate good Maths and
Science skills.

* be able to draw and
communicate your ideas.

A-level Product Design

University

An A-level in Product Design
is essential if you want to
study Architecture, Product
Design, Production Design
in theatre/film, Industrial

or Interior Design and
Engineering. It is also useful
for many other creative
courses.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

eRE
s



https://youtu.be/xdnD2QTHCPU

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 1DRO
ASSESSMENT:

40% EXAMINATION

60% NON EXAM-BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will learn a range of acting, .
design and life skills through
practical workshops - both

devising new work and working
with published scripts, using
improvisation and taking direction to
generate powerful performances.

The acting strand of the GCSE

involves regular performances and

the design strand involves costume, ~— ®
lights, set or sound design.

The course involves:

® devising a play; keeping o
portfolio diary; performing (or ]
designing for) 2 exfracts of a
published play; going on a
West End trip; writing a review;
studying a play or musical.

working imaginatively and
creatively in collaborative
contexts on ideas - learning to
be a team player and to lead.

exploring the impact of social,
historical and cultural influences
on drama tfexts, directors,
designers and writers.

developing and demonstrating
competence and falent in o
range of practical, creative,
writtlen and performance skills.

learning how tfo critique

and write about live theatre,
developing industry level
language; and learning how to
analyse and evaluate your work
and that of others.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be enthusiostic & professional .
be kind and profect the ‘safe
space’ allowing believable,
vulnerable acting to occur .
where students grow, take risks,
and expand comfort zones

® be prepared to work well in a
feam in a variety of roles

® enjoy performing (or designing)
and exploring creative talents

enjoy watching and critiquing
the work of others, including
professional productions

have good written and spoken
communication skills and
willingness to take constructive
crificism on sfage and off

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Drama & Theatre
Studies

University (BA Hons Degree);
Drama School (Diploma &
BA Hons Degree including
acting, musical theatre,
stage combat & community
theatre); employment
outside of the performing
arts industry also benefits
as studying drama builds
confidence and public
speaking skills.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

WERE
o

N
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JzwOmq6_xM

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8700

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will draw upon a range of
fexts and engage with creative, as
well as real and relevant contexts.
You will have opportunities to
develop higher-order reading and

critical thinking skills that encourage
genuine enquiry into different fopics

and themes.

The texts include literature and
extended literary noniction and
other writing such as essays,
reviews and journalism (both print
and online).

The critique and appreciation of
these texts will help you develop

as a writer in a variety of types of
writing.

The course includes a spoken
language accreditation. Debate
and discussion are a core part of
English lessons.

Paper 1:
Explorations in Creating Reading

and Writing

Paper 2:
Writers' Viewpoints and
Perspectives

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* read around the subject in
order to acquire contextual
knowledge.

* siay abreast of current affairs
through commentary and
editorial.

® read as much as possible in
order fo increase vocabulary,
improve spelling and develop
an ‘ear’ for language.

e work hard to increase your
written technical accuracy
(SPAG — Spelling, Punctuation

and Grammar).

CGA PATHWAY

A level English Literature

University

As a ‘facilitating” subject
A-level English Literature will
keep many degree courses
open to you.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
SPEAK TO:

. MS PHILLIPS



EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8702

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

English Literature is the study of
novels, plays and poetry over the
last 500 years.

You will learn about exciting texts
that expose you to interesting
philosophical, moral and intellectual
ideas.

You will study a range of literature
and learn how to explore and
critique unseen poetry. The main
fexts are:

*  Macbeth by William
Shakespeare.

* Strange Case of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis

Stevenson.

e An Inspector Calls by J. B.
Priestley.

* an anthology of poetry dealing
with the theme of love and
relationships written between

1789 and the present day.

This course encourages you to
think deeply and communicate
your ideas. Essay writing is a

key skill you will develop while
studying English Literature and class
discussion is a key component of
the lessons.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® experience a wide range of
poetry in order to develop
your ability to analyse poetry,
parficularly the unseen poems.

® memorise quotes and references
for ‘closed book’ exams.

e read widely.

® be able o evaluate and
compare key features such as
content, theme, structure and
use of language.

CGA PATHWAY

A level English Literature

University

As a ‘facilitating” subject
A-level English Literature

will keep many degree
courses open to you and will
demonstrate your analytical

skills.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
SPEAK TO:

MS PHILLIPS



EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8652

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

At the end of the course, you will be
able to understand and respond to
different types of spoken language,
communicate and inferact effectively
in speech for a variety of purposes,
understand and respond to different
types of written language and
communicate effectively in writing.

You will study all of the following
themes on which the assessments
are based:

Theme 1: People and lifestyle:

Topic 1: Identity and relationships
with others.
Topic 2: Healthy living and lifestyle.

Topic 3:Education and work.

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

Theme 2: Popular Culture:

Topic 1: Free time activities.
Topic 2: Customs, fesfivals and
celebrations.

Topic 3: Celebrity future.

Theme 3: Communication and the
world around us:

Topic 1. Travel and fourism,
including places of inferest.

Topic 2. Media and technology.
Topic 3. The environment and
where people live.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* have an open mind and an
enjoyment of the language and
culture of France and French
speaking countries.

® be ready fo speak lots of
French! You should not to be
afraid of making mistakes or
getting constructive feedback.

® be independent and ready fo
practice your skills outside the
classroom: listening to French
music, watching French films,
reading in French, playing
language games.

* have sound literacy skills and
get at least ‘secure” at the end
of your KS3 French course.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level French

University - Oxbridge offers
every year for languages

An A-level in French is
essential for many language
courses and is also a good
subject to have under your
belt as it is favoured by many
universities.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxugwWM6v84

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8035

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will build on your geographical
understanding from KS3 by studying
a variety of human and physical
fopics. You will learmn about a wide
range of issues and places through
case studies. For example, how

are fransnational corporations
affecting Nigeria's economy, what
is happening to the Malaysian
rainforest and how are people in
the Philippines managing the impact
of tropical storms®@

In this course you will study three
main themes:

Theme 1: Living with the physical
environment (natural hazards,
climate change, tropical rainforests
and hot deserts, river valleys and
coastal areas in the UK).

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

Theme 2: Challenges in the human
environment (urban issues and
challenges, the changing economic
world and the challenge of resource
management).

Theme 3: Geographical
applications (issue evaluation and
fieldwork) and geographical skills.

There is a requirement to undertake
two separate days of fieldwork
which involve practical fieldwork
activities.

NB. in order to run the fieldrips,
we will ask that parents/carers
confribute fo the cost of fransport fo
the fieldwork locations.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® have a balanced understanding
of physical and human features
and processes.

* have a good knowledge of key
geographical literacy.

® have a good knowledge of
map skills and how fo find
places.

* have an interest in
developments in geography

both in the UK and in other
parts of the world.

® have enquiry and research skills
to enable reading around all
the topics.

* have an inferest in current
affairs.

® be able to make geographical
decisions and justify your
opinion.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Geography

University - Oxbridge offers
every year for Geography

As a ‘facilitating” subject,
an A-level in geography will
keep many degree courses
open to you.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:



https://youtu.be/qbt1a9XRR-c

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8145

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

YEAR 10: Period study on
Germany, 1890-1945:
democracy and dictatorship.
You will focus on the development
of Germany during a turbulent half
century of change.

Thematic study on Britain:
Power and the people:

c1170 to the present day

You will gain an understanding of a
vast period of hisfory. Each secfion
of the course covers one event that
helped change who held power

in Britain from around 1200 to
today and charts the spread and
development of democracy.

YEAR 11: Wider world depth
study on conflict and tension
between East and West,
1945-1972

You will focus on the causes and
events of the Cold War and find out
how and why conflict occurred and
why it proved difficult fo resolve the
tensions which arose. This study also
considers the role of key individuals
and groups in shaping change and
how they were affected by, and
influenced infernational relations.

British indepth study on
Elizabethan England,
1568-1603

You will study the last 35 years

of Elizabeth I's reign indepth
focussing on maijor events from
religious, political, social and
cultural standpoints and the arising
confemporary and historical
controversies.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and be able to
apply it to key issues.

® demonstrate an understanding
of key concepts such as
causation, change & continuity,
similarity and/difference,
inferprefations and significance.

e demonstrate historical skills such

as source eVO|UOﬁOF‘IA

CGA PATHWAY

A-level History, A-level
Government & Politics

University

An A-level in history can lead
to many courses which
require evidence of essay
writing and critical thinking,
such as law, history and
politics.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
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https://youtu.be/aEuUt2WMqxk

EXAMINED USING
DISTINCTION*-PASS
EXAM BOARD: OCR
SYLLABUS NUMBER:
J836 603/7115/8

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON-EXAM BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This qualification will help students
to develop:

* a deep understanding in the
use of IT in the digital world
and how to apply design tools,
principles of human computer
interactions, the use of data
and testing, cyber-security and
legislation when creating an IT
solution or product

* technical skills which can be
used to plan, design, create,
test and evaluate/review IT
solutions and Augmented
Reality (AR) products that are
appropriate for a defined
target audience and meet
requirements

mi-»pkmz-| ,_-—

Data and testing |

The course is divided into three
components:

RO50: IT in the digital world. This
is assessed by taking an exam.
(40%)

RO60: Data manipulation using
spreadsheets This is assessed by
completing coursework. (30%)

RO70: Using Augmented
Reality to present information
This is assessed by completing
coursework. (30%)

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be good af independent work
and research, be able to meet
deadlines and manage your
time well, develop research
and planning skills, enjoy
practical work.

| m‘mmmt |

-
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Year 10
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CGA PATHWAY

A-Level Computer Science,
Cambridge Technical in
Information Technology,

T Level in Digital Business
Services

This course is useful for
courses in computing and the
technology sector

University

Career in Technology

FOR MORE

INFORMATION:
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119af0fpcQDlDPHyBY3Vp9rP0I1t2Jebg/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100228142775332077763&rtpof=true&sd=true

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES
EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 1IMA1

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This GCSE course:

* meets the Ofqual regulations for

GCSE (1-9).

* s available at two levels:
Foundation (grades 1 to 5) and
Higher (grades 4 to 9).

* knowledge, skills and
understanding covered by this
qualification are under the
following confent headings:
Number, Algebra, Ratio &
Proportion, Geometry and
Measure, Probability, Statistics.
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you need fo be able to

apply your knowledge and
understanding to solve problems
both within mathematics and
other confexts.

At the end of Year 11 there
are:

three examinations:
one non-calculator paper and
two calculator papers.

each paper is 1 hour and 30
minutes long.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® be able fo recall and apply
mathematical methods and
concepts.

® be able fo select and apply
mathematical techniques to
solve problems.

be able to reason
mathematically and draw
conclusions.

be able fo interpret and
communicate mathematical
information in a variety of forms.

x=1y=3

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Maths, A-level Further
Maths, Maths Studies, A-level

Economics

University

An A-level in maths is a much
prized qualification,

it can open many doors to

a variety of courses such as
medicine or other science
subjects, engineering,
economics or courses relating
to the business and financial
sector.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:



https://youtu.be/KPfJhdBictc

EXAM BOARD: OCR
SYLLABUS NUMBER: J536

ASSESSMENT:
40% EXAMINATION
60% NON-EXAM BASED

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will be required to

practically apply knowledge and
understanding, including musical
vocabulary and notation as
appropriate to the context, through
the skills of performing, composing
and appraising.

There are five areas of study:

* My Music - a study of your
instrument.

e The Concerfo through Time - a
study of European classical
music from the 1600s - 20th
century.

e Rhythms of the World - a study
of music from around the world.

e Film Music - a study of music
used in film and the gaming
industry.

e Conventions of Pop - 1950 to
present day.

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

Assessment consists of:

60% non-exam
40% external exam
two performances - one solo,
one in an ensemble
* fwo compositions - one based
on your solo performance and
one based upon a given stimuli
® one seafed listening exam 1.5
hours.

Music is regarded as an academic
subject by universities and
employers. The creative indusiry

is one of the fastest growing and
wealthiest sectors in the UK but
many musicians also pursue careers
in finance and banking, law and
consultancy.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* have an ability to sing in
tune and/or play a musical
instrument.

* have an ability to read music
nofation at a basic level.

* have an open mind to all kinds
of different genres of music.

* have good communication

skills and willingness to take
constructive criticism.

* have an ability to get on with
other people.

e attend weekly instrumental /
vocal lessons or choir/ensemble
in or outside of school.

* be reliable and hardworking.

CGA PATHWAY

Students are given the
opportunity to take part in
extracurricular development.
If enough interest is shown in
A-level Music the curriculum
may be reviewed to include
this subject.

University

The ability to play an
instrument is favoured by
many universities as it
demonstrates a variety of
skills. Grade 6+ also earns
UCAS points, improving
opportunities when applying.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EB9RzFbwy0c
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10% COURSEWORK

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

This course requires you fo develop - body systems and sfructures;
your theoretical knowledge and movement analysis — movement and
understanding of physical activity its effect on performance; physical
and sport in order to learn how to fraining; use of data.

improve performance. There is a

strong emphasis on physiological Component 2: Health and
and psychological factors that Performance topics (24%)
affect performance, as well as the Health, fitness and wellbeing.
requirement fo perform effectively in - Sport psychology; socio—cultural
different areas of physical activity influences; use of data.

through developing a variety of skills

and techniques. This course also Component 3: Practical
contributes fo health, fitness and Performance (30%)

wellbeing. There is overlop between @ 3 sports required.
GCSE PE and many other subjects
such as science, maths, PSHCE and  Component 4: Personal
health and social care. The course is  Exercise Programme (10%
divided into four components: non-exam assessment)

e qim and planning of programme
Component 1: Fitness and body ¢ carrying out and moniforing

systems topics (36%) programme

Applied anatomy and physiology * evaluation of programme.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* have a passion for physical * have a keen interest in physical
activity and sport and an inferest activity and sport based current
in developing your own fitness affairs.
and health. * be a positive role model who is

® have good independent able to organise and manage
learning and critical thinking your time effectively, committing
skills. and contributing to PE and to

e regularly attend extra-curricular the school sports programme.

clubs in and/or outside of
school.

arw = Wk Wb gl .y

CGA PATHWAY

A-level PE is not currently
offered at CGA but GCSE
PE is useful for an A-level in
biology or BTEC Health &

Social Care.

University

Studying PE can develop your
leadership and teamwork
skills. This is helpful to many
courses relating to sports,
health and fitness, leisure or
teaching.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xajczRrzzhc

EXAM BOARD: AQA

SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8062MA

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

You will gain an appreciation of
how religion, philosophy and ethics
form the basis of our culture. You
will develop analytical and critical
thinking skills, the ability to work
with abstract ideas, leadership and
research skills. All these skills will
help prepare you for further study.

This GCSE covers two religions,
Christianity and Islam in component
1 and six religions in component
2. You will consider different beliefs
and attitudes fo religious and non-
religious issues in contemporary
British society.

You will take assessments in the
following two components — the
study of religious beliefs, teachings
and practices; thematic studies.

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

Component 1:

Beliefs, teachings and practices
of the two religions: Christianity &
Islam.

Component 2:

Religious, philosophical and ethical
studies from four of the following
themes:

Theme A: Relafionships and
Families.

Theme B: Religion and life.
Theme C: Crime and Punishment.
Theme D: Human Rights and
Social Justice.

At the end of the course, students
take a GCSE in religious studies.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* have a knowledge and
undersfanding of relevant
teachings from both sacred texts
and confemporary religious
leaders and organisations.

e understand the diversity of
viewpoints that may
exist within religions.

e explain the relationship between
religious beliefs and teachings
and actions in the lives of
believers.

* be able to formulate your own
opinion on contemporary moral
issues.

— P Problem of Ewvi

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Religious Studies

University

Careers in law; medicine &
nursing; medical research;
business; politics;
international relations;
theology

As a ‘facilitating” subject, an
A-level in philosophy and
ethics will keep many degree
courses open to you due to
the critical thinking skills that
are embedded throughout
the course.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
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https://youtu.be/FV3zD3jxKKg

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

EXAM BOARD: AQA

e COMBINED SCIENCE - TRILOGY
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8464

e SEPARATE SCIENCE:

e BIOLOGY SYLLABUS NUMBER 8461

e CHEMISTRY SYLLABUS NUMBER 8462 ®

e PHYSICS SYLLABUS NUMBER 8463

e EDEXCEL ENTRY LEVEL

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

AQA Science offers an excellent
grounding in science across a
range of fopics in biology, chemistry
and physics. There is no controlled
assessment, however the course
includes regular practical work to
enhance leaming. We offer four
pathways at CGA. The route you
take will be decided by the Science
Faculty.

Pathway 1: Combined Science
GCSE, (2 GCSEs). This is the
route most students take. The course
provides a sound understanding

of all three sciences and how it

is relevant to our lives. There will

be over a term for revision before
exams and is a suitable route to
sciences in KS5.

The Combined Science pathway is

available at two levels: Foundation
Tier (grades 1 o 5) and Higher Tier
(grades 4 1o 9).

Pathway 2: Separate Science,
(3 GCSEs) individual GCSEs in
biology, chemistry and physics.
This includes all the learning from
Combined Science, but with
additional content on some of the
more complex concepits in the KS5
curriculum. To pursue this route
students require a good capacity for
independent study.

Pathway 3: Biology and Entry
Level (1 GCSE). This route

gains each student one GCSE
qualification in biclogy alongside
a Science Entry level qualification.
Students focus their time on one

GCSE.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* have good independent
learning and thinking skills.

* regularly practice questions to
review science content.

¢ have a sound awareness of
science-based news.

* have sound literacy and reading

skills.

® commit, cooperate and
confribute in class.

e work well at home on home
learning and revision work.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Chemistry, A-level

Biology, A-level Physics, BTEC
Level 3 Applied Science

University

Science based A-levels and
BTECs are essential for places
on medicine or medicine

and science-related courses
such as biochemistry or
nursing.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
SPEAK TO:

MS MIAH



EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8192

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

GCSE Sociology helps to gain
knowledge and understanding of
key social structures, processes and
sociological issues by studying:
sociological perspectives
families & households
education

crime and deviance

social stratification

research methods

Students develop insight into a
range of social problems and
inequalities and explore theoretical
explanations as well as government
solutions in the form of social
policies, including researching and
discussing topics such as an ageing
population and its impact on family
life; underachievement of working-
class boys in education; the rise of

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

youth crime; poverty; the impact of
the gender pay gap at work.

Students develop writtlen and

oral skills through essay writing,
discussion and debate and
strengthen analytical and
communication skills by comparing
and contrasting sociological
perspectives, constructing reasoned
arguments, making substantiated
judgements and drawing reasoned
conclusions. They also develop
numerical skills by analysing and
interpreting statistical data through
research and gain fransferable
skills, including how to investigate
facts and make deductions;
develop opinions and new ideas
on social issues; analyse and better
understand the social world.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

* have strong literacy skills to
enable you fo make notes,
summarise fexts, answer
questions and write essays.

® siay informed and engaged
with current affairs e.g. watch
and read the news, and be
able to apply this to your
learning.

* have good questioning
skills and a critical mind (be
prepared fo develop your own
opinions and fo also have them
challenged).

® be prepared fo work in
different ways e.g. discussions,
presentations, research tasks
and whole class debates.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Sociology

University

A-level Sociology can lead
to many courses which
require essay writing, critical
thinking and research skills
e.g. Politics, International
Relations, Journalism and
Social Work and facilitates
careers in a range of
sectors including marketing,
teaching, community
relations, housing, policing,
probation and the civil
service.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLJ3U6SZhWw

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS NUMBER: 8692

ASSESSMENT:
100% EXAMINATION

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

At the end of the course, you will be
able to understand and respond to
different types of spoken language,
communicate and inferact effectively
in speech for a variety of purposes,
understand and respond to different
types of written language and
communicate effectively in writing.

You will study all of the following
themes on which the assessments
are based:

Theme 1: People and lifestyle:

Topic 1: Identity and relationships
with others.
Topic 2: Healthy living and lifestyle.

Topic 3:Education and work.

EXAMINED USING 9-1 GRADES

Theme 2: Popular Culture:

Topic 1: Free time activities.
Topic 2: Customs, fesfivals and
celebrations.

Topic 3: Celebrity future.

Theme 3: Communication and the
world around us:

Topic 1. Travel and fourism,
including places of inferest.

Topic 2. Media and technology.
Topic 3. The environment and
where people live.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL YOU NEED TO:

® have an open mind and a keen
interest in the language and
the culture of Spanish speaking
countries.

® be ready fo speak lots of
Spanish! You should not to be
afraid of making mistakes or
getting constructive feedback.

® be independent and ready fo
practice your skills outside the
classroom: listening to Spanish
music, watching Spanish films,
reading in Spanish, playing
language games.

* have sound literacy skills and
get at least ‘secure” at the end
of your KS3 Spanish course.

CGA PATHWAY

A-level Spanish

University - Oxbridge offers
every year for languages

An A-level in Spanish is
essential for many language
courses and is also a good
subject to have under your
belt as it is favoured by many
universities.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxugwWM6v84

SUPPORT WITH GUIDED PREFERENCES

PARENTS’ EVENING

Thursday 1st February,
4-7pm:

We recognise that one of the most important
events o support you with your subject

choices is Parents” Evening. You and your
parent/carer will be able to discuss your
progress in your subjects teachers. It is useful to
ask your subject teachers questions, even if you
are not considering taking their subject; they
may be able to offer useful advice about how
you can prepare for GCSE/BTEC study.

Before attending Parents’ Evening, please talk
through your ideas with your parent/carer and
spend some time looking at your work with
them. This will help you have more productive
conversations with your feachers.

QUESTIONS TO ASK
YOUR TEACHERS:

What do you think are my major
strengthse and areas for developmente

What do you think | would enjoy about
taking this subject in Year 102

How well do you think | would do at

GCSE/BTEC?

What do | need to do or improve fo be
ready fo start my GCSEs®@

How can | make sure | remember the
important information | have learnt so far

in KS32

How would your subject help me
prepare for Key Stage 5 (Year12 and
13) and future careers or study?

PEOPLE TO SUPPORT
YOU IN SCHOOL

Mr Murphy

Mr Murphy coordinates the Guided Preferences
process at school. He is available to help you
make your decisions and can answer any
questions you have about the process.

Ms Bennett, Ms Kitson & the

Year 9 Tutor team

Ms Bennett, Ms Kitson and the Year @ Tutor team
know you very well and are here fo help you as
you consider what fo study next year. They can
also point you in the direction of other members
of staff in school you might want to talk to.

Your subject teachers
Your subject teachers will be able to tell you
whether you would enjoy and do well in their

subjects so you should ask them for more defails
about GCSEs.

Heads of Subjects

Heads of Subjects are responsible for different
courses, including those GCSE and BTEC
subjects you have not studied before. These
feachers can provide further information about all
courses on offer. You can see who they are on the
pages of this guide.
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LEAVE WITH A FUTURE
CLASS OF 2023 DESTINATIONS

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE / UNIVERSITY

OF BATH / /
KING’S COLLEGE LONDON / UNIVERSITY OF
NOTTINGHAM / /

SOAS UNIVERSITY OF LONDON / UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE LONDON (UCL) /

/ UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH
/ CITY UNIVERSITY OF LONDON /

/ MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY /
BIRMINGHAM CITY UNIVERSITY /
UNIVERSITY OF THE
ARTS LONDON / UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS /
/ ST GEORGE’S,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON / UNIVERSITY OF

YORK /
/ UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW / UNIVERSITY
OF KENT / /

UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER / UNIVERSITY
OF WEST LONDON /
/ RAVENSBOURNE UNIVERSITY
/ KINGSTON UNIVERSITY /
/ LONDON
SOUTHBANK UNIVERSITY / APPRENTICESHIP
WITH PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS /
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